A NEW AWARD! - SERVICE TO AMERICA MEDALS -ACTION REQUESTED BY MAY 1, 2002

A prestigious awards program is being offered by the Partnership for Public Service, Government Executive, The Atlantic Monthly, and National Journal. The awards were created to pay tribute to federal employees. Please share this information widely among federal employees and others who may be interested.

The Service to America Medals will honor federal employees who have shown a strong commitment to public service and have demonstrated significant accomplishment within their government field that is innovative, high impact, and meets a critical need for the nation.

Awardees will be announced annually in September and honored at an awards dinner in Washington, DC. Awardees will receive a significant monetary award ($3000-$10,000) and be profiled in Government executive, The Atlantic Monthly and National Journal.

Recognizing Excellence: The Service to America Medals

In the aftermath of the tragic events of September 11, Americans got a rare chance to witness their federal government in action. As OPM Director Kay Coles James told federal employees last fall, "your response during this emergency has helped raise public awareness of the integrity, courage, and unwavering commitment of our Federal workforce." Unfortunately, positive stories about federal workers are not told often enough and it is all too easy to lose sight of the important contributions they make every day.

To pay tribute to the dedicated employees in the federal workforce and to send a powerful message to the American people about the importance of the civil service, the Partnership for Public Service, government Executive, National Journal and the Atlantic Monthly have created these prestigious national awards. Award categories include:

Federal Employee of the Year Medal

This medal will recognize the nominee who exemplifies the best and brightest of the federal workforce.

Career Achievement Medal

This medal will recognize the nominee who demonstrates lifetime achievement in public service.

Call to Service Medal

This medal will recognize the nominee who has made a significant contribution to the country as a recent entrant to the federal workforce.

Heroes of September 11 Medal

This medal will recognize a nominee who has made a significant contribution during or after the event of September 11.

Medals recognizing achievement in specific government fields

Several medals will recognize nominees who have demonstrated significant accomplishment within a particular government field (e.g. education, health, space, national security, commerce, environment, etc.)

Nomination Process:

All nominations to the awards program must be submitted on-line at www.govexec.com/pps. Nominations will be accepter through May 1, 2002. Nominations may be submitted by any person familiar with the nominee and his or her work. Self-nominations will also be accepted. Awardees will be chosen by a selection committee of prominent national leaders representing government, business, media and the non-profit community. The application may be obtained at the above mentioned website.

ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE

The Partnership for Public Service is also interested in federal employees who will be willing to be speakers. No one can tell the federal story better than a federal employee. As we work to encourage talented Americans to consider federal employment, the most effective messengers are talented federal employees who believe in the importance of a strong civil service and have pride and satisfaction in their work. If you have employees who will be willing to serve as spokespersons at meetings, colleges/universities, schools, etc., please email name and a brief bio to Gwenne Campbell@gsa.gov.

Please call Gwenne Campbell at 404-331-4400 if you have questions.
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